
The Virginia Folklife Program, a public 
program of the Virginia Founda  on 
for the Humani  es, is the state center 
for the presenta  on, documenta  on, 
celebra  on and support of Virginia’s 
diverse cultural folkways.   Flory Jagoda 
and Trio Sephardi member Susan Gaeta 
were among the fi rst par  cipants in the 
Virginia Folklife Appren  ceship Program.

   Congrega  on Beth Israel is 
   Charlo  esville’s center for Jewish 
   community, welcoming people of all ages, 
   backgrounds, and family structure, while 
   promo  ng Torah learning, diverse 

worship styles, spiritual growth, and engagement with Israel. cbicville.org

Web links for Trio Sefardi and its members:
• triosefardi.com
• susangaeta.com
•  nachancey.com
• larondinellasephardicmusic.com

• hollinsheadbass.com
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VFH is also the home of the Flory Jagoda Sephardic Music Fund, which 
supports projects related to Sephardic music, including the sponsorship of 
appren  ce musicians, the gathering and recording of per  nent stories and 
music, transcrip  on of music, and the crea  on of documentary materials 
about Sephardic music and the life and work of Flory Jagoda.
virginiafolklife.org | 434-243-7030
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PROGRAM
Los Kaminos de Sirkedji ....................................................Tradi  onal, Istanbul
Ragusa, Poem, Bunchi Papo;  ..........................................music, Flory Jagoda; 
                                                          arr., Colors of the Flame, Elliot Jagoda
Tres Hermanikas .................................................................Trad., Rhodes (Rodas)

Esta Montanya ....................................................................Trad., Turkey
Avridme, Galanika ..............................................................Trad., Salonika (Thessaloniki)
Los Bilbilicos Kantan ..........................................................Trad., Balkans
Paxariko/Era Escuro/Puncha, puncha ...........................Trad., Balkans

Mi Vino tan Kerido .............................................................Trad., origin unknown
Dieziocho Anyos Tengan ..................................................Trad., arr., F. Jagoda, 
                                                                                         Colors of the Flame
Ken es Esto? ........................................................................Trad., Balkans
Yo t’admiro ...........................................................................Jack Mayesh (1899 – 1969)

Siete Modos de Guisar la Berenjena ..............................Trad., origin unknown
Mi Suegra la Negra ............................................................Trad., Balkans

Boka del Dio ........................................................................Trad., Balkans
Las Tiyas ...............................................................................Flory Jagoda
Rikordus di mi Nona ..........................................................Flory Jagoda
Adio, Kerida .........................................................................Trad., Balkans

TRIO SEFARDI
Susan Gaeta, vocals, guitar
Tina Chancey, bass viol,  kamenj, rebec, backup vocals
Howard Bass, lute, guitar

NOTES
The Jews of Spain, known as the Sephardim, followed many paths a  er their expulsion in 
1492: across the border to Portugal, the Straits of Gibraltar to North Africa, and via sea 
routes to the shores of northern and southern Europe,
the Balkans, the Middle East, and Turkey. Though bere   of possessions, they carried with 
them their language, Ladino, their customs and culture, and their memories of the Iberian 
Peninsula. 

On our musical journey Trio Sefardi members have crossed paths with descendants of 
some of those exiles. Flory Jagoda, the inspiring Bosnian-born singer/composer and a 2002 
Na  onal Heritage Fellow, taught us several of the songs in this program. More importantly, 
she has taught us the meaning of being Sephardic, and how to approach this music with 
passion and dedica  on. The recently released documentary, “Flory’s Flame” (JEMGLO) 
presents Flory’s life story intertwined with a 2013 90th birthday celebra  on concert at the 
Library of Congress. 

We have also included songs from the repertoire of Isaac “Ike” Azose, a re  red cantor from 
Sea  le, who recorded songs that he remembers hearing as a child in his Turkish-born parents’ 
home. Other tunes come from various Balkan communi  es, where the Sephardim fl ourished 
un  l the onset of World War II; these songs we found in various print and recorded sources. 

Most of the communi  es where Spanish Jews fl ourished in exile have disappeared, but many 
of their songs remain. We are indebted to Flory, Ike, and their ancestors for composing, 
singing, remembering, and con  nuing the Sephardic song tradi  on. For it was the passing of 
such songs from genera  on to genera  on, mainly by women, that sustained the tradi  ons 
and the communi  es of the Sephardic diaspora. And we owe a debt of gra  tude to the 
folklorists and musicologists of the 20th century who documented songs from Sephardic 
communi  es, so many of which were destroyed in the madness of World War II. 

Trio Sefardi
Founded in January 2010, Trio Sefardi is a confl uence of three performers who share a 
love of, and wide-ranging experience with Sephardic music, playing with La Rondinella, the 
Western Wind, and Na  onal Heritage Fellowship honoree Flory Jagoda. Washington Post 
chief music cri  c Ann Midge  e praised the group’s “lovely and luminous performance of 
Sephardic songs” and vocalist Susan Gaeta’s voice as “compelling” in a review of a recent 
performance at the Kennedy Center with the Post-Classical Ensemble. Group members 
combine a respect for tradi  on with a crea  ve approach to arranging and scoring dedicated 
to bringing the vibrant past into the living present. 

Trio Sefardi’s fi rst public performance was at the Kennedy Center’s Millennium Stage in 
November 2010, and they returned to the Millennium Stage in December 2016. The group 
has performed at the Washington Folk Fes  val, the Takoma Park Folk Fes  val, the Na  onal 
Gallery of Art, Southern Methodist University, the residence of the Spanish Ambassador, and 
many other Washington-area venues. In December 2011 they were featured performers 
in the Washington Revels produc  on, “Andalusian Treasures,” at Lisner Auditorium in 
Washington, D.C. The trio released its fi rst CD, “Sefardic Celebra  on”, in 2011, and their new 
recording, “Kaminos,” was released in fall 2016.


