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10:45 A.M.-NOON PANEL 2: “THE LONG AND WINDING ROAD:  
 WOMEN LEADING IN DEMOCRACIES” 
 Sydnor Performance Hall, Schewel Hall

Ghislaine Lewis
Associate Professor of Communication Studies 
Co-chair, Africana Studies; Director, Pierce Street Gateway

Cheryl Jorgensen-Earp
Professor of Communication Studies, retired

Nichole Sanders
Professor of History;  
Former John Franklin East Professor of Humanities

Sabita Manian 
Professor of International Relations 
Associate Dean, School of Social Sciences

Facilitator: Allison Jablonski
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Professor of Biology and Biomedical Science

NOON-1:15 P.M. BUFFET LUNCH AND SLIDE PRESENTATION:  
 THE LEGACY OF ANNE SPENCER 
 Memorial Ballroom, Hall Campus Center

Shaun Spencer-Hester
Executive Director, Anne Spencer House & Garden Museum

Announcer: Alison Morrison-Shetlar

1:30-2:45 P.M. PANEL 3: “WOMEN AND POLITICAL LEADERSHIP” 
 Sydnor Performance Hall, Schewel Hall

MaryJane Dolan
Mayor, City of Lynchburg

Kelly Johnson
Legislative Aide, Virginia House of Delegates

Jennifer Woofter
Co-president, League of Women Voters – Lynchburg

Julie P. Doyle
Former Member, Lynchburg City School Board

Facilitator: Treney Tweedy ’97, ’20 MBA
President/CEO, Lynchburg Community Action Group 
Chief Operating Officer, Virginia University of Lynchburg

SCHEDULE

8:15-9 A.M. REGISTRATION  
 Schewel Hall

Continental breakfast available

9-9:15 A.M. WELCOME  
 Sydnor Performance Hall, Schewel Hall

Host: Nina Salmon ’93 MEd
Director, Senior Symposium 
Associate Professor of English

Matthew Gibson
Executive Director, Virginia Humanities

Alison Morrison-Shetlar
President, University of Lynchburg

Susan Schewel
Daughter of Rosel Schewel

9:15-10:30 A.M. PANEL 1: “CONSIDERING WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP” 
 Sydnor Performance Hall, Schewel Hall

Claire King ’23
President, Student Government Association

Christine Kennedy
Chief Operating Officer and Executive Vice President, Lynchburg 
Regional Business Alliance

Paula Youra
Professor of Communication Studies 
Director, Center for Professional Communication

Laura Hamilton
Executive Director, Beacon of Hope

Facilitator: Cindy Ferguson ’16 MEd
Director, Center for Community Engagement and Bonner Leader 
Program

10:30-10:45 A.M. BREAK



ROSEL HOFFBERGER SCHEWEL ’71 MED, ’83 EDS

Rosel Hoffberger Schewel was a champion for public edu-
cation, the rights of women, the arts, and racial justice. Born 
in Baltimore, Maryland, on March 1, 1928, she died on Sept. 
28, 2017. Rosel was an extraordinary citizen — a philanthro-
pist, teacher, scholar, mentor, founder, and board leader 
who spurred many programs in the Lynchburg community.

She graduated from Hood College and came to Lynchburg 
when she married Elliot Schewel in 1949. While serving 
as a reading specialist and teacher for learning disabled 
students in Lynchburg City Schools, Rosel earned two grad-
uate degrees at what was then Lynchburg College: an MEd 
in 1971 and an EdS in 1983. 

She was a faculty member in the School of Education and Human Development from 
1973 to 1992 and served as a mentor, facilitator, and leader. She provided leadership for 
numerous projects at the College, such as building the Thompson education building, 
starting the nursing program, and instituting the faculty-in-residence program. Rosel 
also was the first woman and first female chair of the Lynchburg College Board of Trust-
ees, serving a total of 36 years. Lynchburg honored her with an honorary doctorate in 
2000, and in 2012, Centennial Hall was renamed Elliot and Rosel Schewel Hall to honor 
the couple.

Rosel was also a member, and later, chair of the Virginia Humanities board. She was pro-
gram chair and a member of the executive committee that created the Virginia Women’s 
Cultural History Project supported by Virginia Humanities. Rosel’s Judaism guided her 
life and she was the first woman to serve as president of Agudath Shalom Synagogue. 
She was a founder of the Lynchburg League of Women Voters and an active leader in 
organizations such as New Vistas School, the Anne Spencer Foundation, the Governor’s 
Commission of Education for All Virginians, the Lynchburg Girl Scout Council, and the 
Women’s Resource Center. Rosel helped start Beacon of Hope, an organization devoted 
to helping all Lynchburg City Schools graduates pursue post-secondary education.

Rosel and Elliot were married for 68 years and had three children. In the final days of her 
life, Rosel told Elliot, “We had a great run. We didn’t miss a thing.” And that was true. It is 
hard to imagine a marriage filled with more love, happiness, and common purpose than 
the marriage of the Schewels.

2:45-4 P.M. PLAY: “EVERYTHING I EVER DID WAS ACCOMPLISHED  
 ACROSS A BARRIER OF FEAR:  ELEANOR ROOSEVELT” 
 Sydnor Performance Hall, Schewel Hall

Jane Van Boskirk ’70  
Actress and Historical Interpreter

Introduction: Sharon Foreman 
Associate Professor of Sociology
Chair, Department of Sociology and Human Services 
Director, General Education Curriculum
Director, Center for Community Development and Social Justice

4-4:15 P.M. BREAK

4:15-5 P.M. KEYNOTE: “LEADERSHIP ISN’T LIMITED” 
 Sydnor Performance Hall, Schewel Hall

Nikki Giovanni 
Poet, Educator, Activist
University Distinguished Professor, Virginia Tech, retired

5-5:15 P.M. CLOSING COMMENTS 
 “MY FRIEND AND MENTOR: ROSEL SCHEWEL” 
 Sydnor Performance Hall, Schewel Hall

Joan Foster
Former Mayor of Lynchburg

Susan Schewel

Alison Morrison-Shetlar

Matthew Gibson

5:15-6:30 P.M. RECEPTION 
 Memorial Ballroom, Hall Campus Center



a University Distinguished Professor at 
Virginia Tech.

Laura Hamilton is the founding executive 
director of the Lynchburg Beacon of Hope. 
She earned her BA in public policy from 
the College of William & Mary and her 
MPP from Georgetown University. Laura 
worked in the Clinton administration as a 
budget and policy liaison for the D.C. bud-
get and on defense and energy policy in 
the Office of Management and Budget. In 
2008, Laura was named one of Lynchburg 
Business magazine’s “Top 20 Under 40.” 
She is also a visual-rated private pilot.

Allison B. Jablonski, PhD currently serves 
as the provost and vice president for aca-
demic affairs at the University of Lynch-
burg. She studied biology, physiology, and 
human genetics and has taught biology 
and biomedical science at the undergrad-
uate level. Her research focuses on cell 
signaling in several models, including the 
genetics and cell biology of breast cancer.

Kelly Johnson has been Virginia Delegate 
Schuyler VanValkenburg’s legislative aide 
since December 2019. Prior to her time 
in the Virginia House of Delegates, Kelly 
served as U.S. Senator Mark Warner’s 
regional director for his Roanoke district 
office. She is a campaign veteran of sev-
eral local, state, and federal races. Kelly is 
a proud graduate of Virginia Tech and the 
Sorensen Institute for Political Leadership 
at the University of Virginia.

Cheryl Jorgensen-Earp, PhD received 
her MA and PhD in communication from 
the University of Washington. Her research 
interests include violence as a rhetorical 
tool, symbolic resistance, public memory, 
rhetoric of science, and the British wom-
en’s suffrage movement. Her most recent 

book is “Discourse and Defiance Under 
Nazi Occupation, Guernsey, Channel 
Islands, 1940-1945.” She was named the 
Virginia Professor of the Year in 2001 by 
the Carnegie Foundation and received 
the 2021 Golden Anniversary Monograph 
Award by the National Communication 
Association.

Christine Kennedy is a leadership and 
transformation coach and the chief operat-
ing officer/executive vice president of the 
Lynchburg Regional Business Alliance. Her 
diverse background includes customer 
service, sales, leadership, nonprofit 
management, and ministry. She has won 
a number of local awards, including Best 
Business Coach/Mentor by Lynchburg 
Business magazine and the Preceptor 
Award by the Community Leadership 
Association.

Claire King ’23 is a senior majoring in 
international relations with an emphasis 
in nonprofit studies and minors in law and 
philosophy at the University of Lynchburg. 
She is currently the president of the Stu-
dent Government Association and a leader 
in the school’s Buddhist community. She is 
a Bonner Leader and an active volunteer 
in and out of Lynchburg. Claire worked 
as a law firm intern at the Mississippi 
Center for Justice during the summer of 
2021 and is looking forward to a career 
that connects governing bodies to root 
issues of communities. Raised in Virginia, 
she comes from a family she cares deeply 
about and that motivates all she does.

Ghislaine L. Lewis, PhD is originally from 
the Caribbean. She completed her MS in 
journalism at Florida A&M University and 
her PhD in media and communication at 
University of Canterbury in New Zealand. 
She is an associate professor of communi-
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Julie P. Doyle is the former president of 
the Education & Research Foundation, a 
clinical research site. Based in Lynchburg, 
its primary market focus is dermatological 
clinic studies for pharmaceutical and con-
sumer product clients. She is a graduate of 
the University of Notre Dame and holds an 
MBA from George Washington University. 
Julie currently serves on the boards of 
the University of Lynchburg and Bank of 
the James and previously served on the 
Lynchburg City School Board.

Cynthia Ferguson ’16 MEd is the director 
of the Center for Community Engagement 
and Bonner Leaders at University of 
Lynchburg. She holds an MEd in school 
counseling from Lynchburg College. Cindy 
has experience in strategic planning, 
recruitment, policy/procedure and 
training development, as well as program 
development and implementation. In her 
current role, she connects faculty, staff, 
and students with campus and community 
partners for positive social change and 
building community.

Sharon Foreman, PhD is an associate 
professor and chair of the Department of 
Sociology and Human Services. She is also 
director of general education and headed 
the team that planned and implemented 
the new Diverse, Engaged, Lifelong Learn-
ers — or DELL — curriculum that launched 
in Fall 2019. Sharon currently serves as 
the director of the Center for Community 
Development and Social Justice at the 
University of Lynchburg. Her research has 
focused on college student well-being 
and self-care, organizational cultures, and 
community-campus partnerships.

Joan F. Foster ’69, ’70 MAT, ’85 MEd 
holds multiple degrees from Lynchburg 
College, including an honorary doctorate 
in the humanities. Joan was named the 
2012 Richard H. Thornton Scholar for her 
significant contributions to education 
and community service. Her advocacy on 
behalf of children, women, and families 
has driven much of her public policy and 
volunteer work. She was elected to the 
Lynchburg City Council in 2002 and was 
the first woman to serve as mayor of 
Lynchburg. 

Matthew Gibson, PhD is the executive 
director of Virginia Humanities. He got his 
start in the digital and public humanities 
while pursuing his MA and PhD in English 
and American studies at the University of 
Virginia. In 2005, Matthew joined Virginia 
Humanities to help build Encyclopedia 
Virginia. His work in digital scholarship has 
won millions of dollars in grants and gifts 
and has served as a template for other 
initiatives. He is a member of the Federa-
tion of State Humanities Councils’ Board of 
Directors and serves on the Virginia African 
American Cultural Resources Task Force. 

Yolande Cornelia “Nikki” Giovanni Jr. is 
an internationally known African American 
poet, essayist, writer, educator, children’s 
book author, and civil rights activist. She 
was born in Knoxville, Tennessee, and 
has featured Appalachia in a number of 
her works. Nikki has received numerous 
awards, including the Langston Hughes 
Medal, the Rosa Parks Award, and seven 
NAACP Image Awards. She was named 
Woman of the Year by several magazines 
and was nominated for a Grammy Award 
for her poetry album, “The Nikki Giovanni 
Poetry Collection.” She holds more than 
27 honorary degrees and the keys to more 
than two dozen American cities. She was 



Bread and Roses Community Fund. She 
has a PhD in nursing from the University of 
Pennsylvania and lives in Philadelphia.

Shaun Spencer-Hester is a designer, 
artisan, historian, playwright, writer, and 
community activist. Her professional work 
includes projects at the Blair House as 
well as congressional and Senate offices 
in Washington, D.C. She is the grand-
daughter of Harlem Renaissance poet 
Anne Spencer and currently serves as 
the executive director and curator of the 
Anne Spencer House & Garden Museum 
in Lynchburg. Shaun is the recipient of 
multiple local awards, including the 2016 
Mayor’s Award of Excellence. She also 
was a Lynchburg Business Alliance Hall of 
Fame Award inductee in 2018.

Treney Tweedy ’97, ’20 MBA is a former 
member of the Lynchburg City School 
Board and the City Council. She served 
as vice mayor from 2004-2006 and was 
the first African American female mayor 
(2006-2012). She was a journalist in the 
United States Navy and later earned 
both her BA and MBA from Lynchburg. 
Treney was appointed by former Virginia 
Gov. Ralph Northam to the New College 
Institute, a state-funded body in Martins-
ville offering bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctorate degrees through partnerships 
with Virginia colleges and universities. She 
is the owner of her own small business, 
specializing in communications manage-
ment and public relations consulting.  

Jane Van Boskirk graduated as a drama 
major from Lynchburg College in 1970. In 
her lifetime on the stage, she has played 
lead roles in “The Diary of Anne Frank,” 
“Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” and 
“Cabaret.” She is best known for her 
touring one-woman shows that have been 

sponsored by many Northwest arts and hu-
manities organizations. She has introduced 
audiences to firebrand organizer Mother 
Jones, missionary Mother Cabrini, pioneer-
ing woman doctor Bethenia Owens Adair, 
and suffragist Abigail Scott Duniway. She 
has also performed “Eleanor Roosevelt: 
Everything I Ever Did was Accomplished 
Across a Barrier of Fear” at the National 
Constitution Center in Philadelphia. 

Jennifer Woofter earned an MA in politi-
cal science from Virginia Tech and an MS 
in strategic leadership from the Blekinge 
Institute of Technology in Sweden. She 
began her career as a staffer for the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Governmental 
Affairs, where she worked on bipartisan 
issues including fraud, waste, and abuse 
in government agencies. Since 2005, 
Jennifer has run Strategic Sustainability 
Consultancy, a firm that helps organiza-
tions identify, manage, and communicate 
their environmental and social impacts. 
She has served on the boards of local 
organizations, including ROSEL’s List, 
the James River Council for the Arts and 
Humanities, and the League of Women 
Voters in Lynchburg. Jennifer ran for the 
22nd District of the Virginia House of 
Delegates in 2019. 

Paula Youra, PhD joined the University of 
Lynchburg faculty in 1991 and is a professor 
of communication studies. Presently, she 
serves as the director for the University’s 
Center of Professional Communication, 
which provides training assistance to 
nonprofit and for-profit organizations, their 
employees, managers, supervisors, support 
staff, and volunteers to communicate their 
organizational goals clearly, confidently, and 
effectively. She is the author of five books, 
including “Vowed to Justice: The Story of 
Elliot and Rosel Shewel” (2012).

cation studies and co-chair of the Africana 
studies department, as well as director of 
the Pierce Street Gateway. Her interdis-
ciplinary work and teaching have given 
her insight into the linkages among new 
media, history, global politics, and policy 
in a global context.

Sabita Manian, PhD is associate dean 
of arts and sciences and professor of 
international relations at the University of 
Lynchburg. She earned her BA in political 
science from the University of Calcutta 
and her PhD in international relations and 
political science from Tulane University. 
She is the co-author of “Sex Trafficking: 
A Global Perspective” (2010) and has au-
thored dozens of journal articles and book 
chapters on identity politics, human secu-
rity, foreign policies, and gender politics. 
She is the recipient of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia’s Outstanding Faculty Award 
(SCHEV) and Lynchburg’s Shirley Rosser 
Award for Excellence in Teaching.

Alison Morrison-Shetlar, PhD became 
the 11th president of the University of 
Lynchburg on Aug. 1, 2020. She is the first 
woman and first foreign-born president in 
the history of the University. Over the past 
two years, President Alison has empha-
sized inclusive excellence, developed a 
new strategic plan, started a comprehen-
sive campaign, and increased collaboration 
between the region and the campus com-
munity. A native of Scotland, she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in biology and chemistry 
and a PhD in biomedical science at Dundee 
College of Technology (now Abertay Uni-
versity). She was the founding chair of the 
molecular biology unit at the Max Planck 
Institute in Dortmund, Germany, and a 
teacher-scholar at Bochum University in 
Bochum, Germany, and at the Kennedy 
Institute of Rheumatology in London.

Nina Salmon ’93 MEd, PhD is an associ-
ate professor of English and the director 
of the Senior Symposium at the Univer-
sity of Lynchburg, where she has taught 
since 1997. Her research and publication 
interests focus on race, ethnicity, reli-
gion, and identity. She has written and 
presented extensively on the Harlem 
Renaissance poet Anne Spencer. Salmon 
is also an Episcopal priest and active in 
the Episcopal Church and the Diocese of 
Southwestern Virginia. She earned her 
BA at Randolph-Macon Woman’s College 
(now Randolph College), an MEd at the 
University of Lynchburg, and a PhD in so-
cial, political, ethical, and cultural thought 
at Virginia Tech. She serves on the Pierce 
Street Gateway Board of Directors.

Nichole Sanders, PhD is a professor of 
history at Lynchburg and the former John 
Franklin East Professor of History and 
Humanities and director of the Digital 
Humanities Initiative. Nikki holds a PhD in 
Latin American history from the University 
of California, Irvine. Fluent in English and 
Spanish, her scholarship focuses on pol-
itics and economic development as they 
relate to gender, motherhood, welfare, 
and families. She has won multiple grants 
and awards that reflect her scholarship in 
Latin American studies. She is the co-au-
thor, along with Sabita Manian, of “Blood, 
Sex & Power: A Learning Community,” 
Journal of Women’s History, 17(4), 2005.

Susan Schewel is the daughter of Rosel 
Schewel. She was a nurse and then a 
nurse practitioner in women’s health. She 
changed careers to become the executive 
director of the Women’s Medical Fund, 
the abortion access fund for Southeast-
ern Pennsylvania. She has served on the 
boards of the Philadelphia Board of Health, 
the National Women’s Health Network, and 



ABOUT THE BONNER LEADER PROGRAM

The University of Lynchburg is one of 70 national colleges and universities in the Bonner 
Foundation consortium with a mission to “transform students, communities, and cam-
puses through service.” Bonner Leaders, in partnership with a network of local nonprofit 
organizations, help meet the needs of our community and build capacity of these orga-
nizations while pursuing their undergraduate degrees. Bonner Leaders are committed 
to completing four years of service to the community, leadership, and social justice, and 
working with partners to address food and housing insecurity, poverty, college access, 
environmental sustainability, and more. Bonner Leaders also participate in weekly 
leadership development sessions and ascribe to six common commitments: community 
building, diversity, civic engagement, social justice, international perspective, and spiri-
tual exploration. In 2007, the Bonner Program Fund was established by Rosel and Elliot 
Schewel to support this program and the Bonner Leaders through access to education 
and an opportunity to serve the greater Lynchburg community.

COORDINATING COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL THANKS

Heather Ayers Garnett ’05 MEd
Melanie Biermann ’71
Amy Bonnette
Janika Carey
Deanna Cash
Cynthia Ferguson ’16
Kevin Hoffer
Jessica Pressley Jennings
Katharine McCann
Raennah Mitchell
Trey Mitchell
Emma Savage-Davis
Greg Starbuck
Michael Vaughan
Debra Wyland
Bonner Leaders



Since its founding in 1974, Virginia Humanities has explored and shared 
the stories of Virginia, including those that highlight the history and 
cultural contributions of women in the state. The Rosel Schewel Fund 
honors the vision and leadership of Virginia Humanities’ longest-serving 
board member and its first female chair.  

To learn more, visit virginiahumanities.org.

Founded in 1903, the University of Lynchburg is a nationally recognized 
private university where students gain a greater heart for humanity and a 
mindset of individual growth. U.S. News & World Report and the Princeton 
Review recognize Lynchburg as one of the best institutions of higher 
education in the nation. Lynchburg also is one of a select few Colleges 
that Change Lives. 

To learn more, visit lynchburg.edu.

OUR SPONSORS


